
In the Classroom

Classroom Practice and Student Support

Restorative classroom management is routines and expectations that are grounded in mutually respectful and empowering 
relationships. The goal is that positive relationships will ultimately help with restorative discipline and conflict resolution. 
• Schedule for daily positive relationship-building activities, such as morning meetings, closing circles, minute-to-win-it games, 

teacher-student journals 
Focus on big and open-ended classroom agreements to allow for multiple and flexible ways to access them
• Such as, “We’ve agreed to focus on three norms in this class: We learn, We respect ourselves, We respect our community.”

Use community agreements to discuss more specific expectations together as a community: 
• What are some ways it can look and sound like if we do this math activity in a way that is respectful to ourselves and our 

community and allows us to learn?
• What can we/I/you do to practice and improve ourselves if we are unable to do this? 

• This language and practice around expectations will help students develop the skills they need to reflect during moments of 
conflict and repairing harm. 

• Be sure to recognize and list multiple ways to access one activity, creating an intentional and loving space for the diversity in 
student needs, behaviors, identities, and ways of being.
• Allowing for multiple ways to do activities mitigates the need for redirection and consequences and allows more space for 

building respectful relationships.
• Example: “We can respectfully learn by sitting on the carpet, at our desks, standing at the counter.”

Instead of consequences when students are struggling, ask for feedback about their behavior: 
• Together develop a plan to address it in a strengths-based, step-by-step way that is manageable, sustainable, and empowering 

for the student.

Restorative Classroom Management

Restorative Justice Part 1: 
Classroom Community

Restorative justice requires us to rethink classroom management. It requires classrooms to 
be centered around community and relationships instead of rules and punishment.



Restorative Justice: in schools is a student and 
community-centered approach to solving conflict that 
focuses on positive, sustainable relationships grounded 
in mutual respect, accountability, compassion, and 
repairing harm.

Restorative Justice Circles: a group/class discussion 
process to engage in conflict resolution, healing, 
develop community agreements, and build community. 
Also see: The Origins of Circles

For more information visit wellbeing4la.org/schools

Glossary

“Restorative Justice is only needed after there has been 
conflict or punishment”

1. Restorative justice practice is not meant to be 
reactionary, but instead, it is a core foundation of 
your classroom culture. In order for restorative justice 
to work and restorative accountability to take place, 
there must be a foundation of strong relationships 
and community. 

2. Restorative justice and the routines around it 
take time and practice. Proactively implementing 
community building activities, practicing agreements 
around community, small group, and partner 
discussions will help when the time comes to repair 
harm and relationships.

Common Missteps or Misconceptions

Restorative Justice Part 1: 
Classroom Community

Books:
• Better Than Carrots or Sticks: Restorative Practices 

for Positive Classroom Management
• The Little Book of Restorative Discipline for Schools

Resources for Continued Learning

https://livingjusticepress.org/?SEC=0F6FA816-E094-4B96-8F39-9922F67306E5
http://wellbeing4la.org/schools

